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Receiving £500 from the business school allowed Scott cooper and Ciara Mc Cauley to go on 

an unforgettable trip to Ghana in the summer of 2009. We travelled with the company- ñOriginal 

Volunteersò. Our time was spent volunteering in schools and orphanages in Ghana. 

Before leaving for Ghana on September 1st, we were involved in a number of fundraising 

activities- a charity waxing night, car boot sales and sporting activities. Scott and I Successfully 

raised £800.

Whilst in Ghana we were situated in a village called Obo- a remote village high in the 

mountains. Conditions were basic- no running water or working toilets- an experience all in 

itself, all part of the unforgettable journey.

We decided to volunteer in a specific school known as ñSunrise Schoolô situated on lake Volta 

(the biggest man-made lake in the world). As the school was community-run; children had to 

pay in order to attend. Many children turned up to school each day with a fantastic fun loving 

attitude, however, due to the tuition fees; only half of the children were eligible to attend 

classes. The other half of the children stood and watched from the back of the room. This was 

a distressful and sad situation in which inspired us to put our fundraising money to good use.

With the money raised we were able to enrol 12 children in the ñsunrise schoolò for a full school 

year (whom previously could not afford to go). 

It was an amazing sensation to know that we gave 12 children a fantastic start in life and 

chance of an education. The headmaster of the school was delighted. Throughout the year he 

will be sending us reports to update us on the 12 childrenôs progress. We were able to provide 

a variety of school equipment for the school. 
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During our time in Ghana we had a table tennis made at a local carpenters- a thank you 

present for the children and teachers for letting us have such an amazing experience at the 

ósunrise schoolô.

If it wasnôt for the grant we received from Northumbria University, we would never have had the 

lifetime opportunity to volunteer in Ghana. With the support of the University and sufficient 

fundraising it was not only the children from the ñSunrise schoolò whom benefitted- we have 

both had an unforgettable experience which we would advise every person to encounter.
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